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QUESTIONS OF THE DAY

How many languages are there today?
 How can we know?

 Why should we care?

Where is the greatest linguistic diversity?
 Which states have many languages, which states have few? 
Why? 

Why are there so many languages in the 
world?

Why are languages are endangered?



How many languages?



HOW MANY LANGUAGES?
LISTED BY HTTPS://WWW.ETHNOLOGUE.COM/

Ethnologue (www.ethnologue.org)  edition number of lgs

2016 7097

2009 6906

1996 6703

2050 ?

https://www.ethnologue.com/
http://www.ethnologue.org/


http://www.verbix.com/maps/where-do-they-speak/

Are these all „real” languages? Or „just dialects”?

http://www.verbix.com/maps/where-do-they-speak/


Which states show great linguistic diversity??



„Amorphic map” at languagesindanger.eu



The big and the small

http://www.swarthmore.edu/SocSci/

langhotspots/globaltrends.html

http://www.swarthmore.edu/SocSci/langhotspots/globaltrends.html


http://en.flossmanuals.net/open-translation-tools/ch004_why-translate/

http://en.flossmanuals.net/open-translation-tools/ch004_why-translate/


DISCUSS

Why are there so many different languages

in the world?

Why are many languages endangered?



COURSE PLAN
(MORE ON HTTP://ELLDO.AMU.EDU.PL/?PAGE_ID=341)

1) Introduction; linguistic diversity as a value (2 
lectures)
2) How to measure linguistic vitality (2 lectures)
3) Closer look at individual factors

Starting with the fourth lecture (13.03.): 
presentations of endangered languages by students, 
going by area:

• Australia, Pacific, Asia
• Africa
• South and Central America; North America
• Europe

http://elldo.amu.edu.pl/?page_id=341


REQUIREMENTS

• Regular attendance and a little homework 
(reading, gathering information from Internet 
sources, solving exercises)

• Oral presentation and written fact sheet about an 
endangered language (according to a given plan)

• Final test



WHERE TO FIND INFORMATION ABOUT THE 
WORLD’S (ENDANGERED) LANGUAGES

Lewis, M. Paul, Simons, Gary F. & Fennig, Charles 
D. (eds.). 2014. Ethnologue. Languages of the 
world. 17th edition. Dallas, Texas: SIL International. 
Online version. www.ethnologue.org

UNESCO Interactive Atlas of the World’s Languages
in Danger. http://www.unesco.org/culture/languages-
atlas/ (English, French, Spanish)

Endangered Languages at: 
http://www.endangeredlanguages.com/ (site in 
English, Spanish, French, German, Portuguese, 
Russian, Chinese)

http://www.ethnologue.org/
http://www.unesco.org/culture/languages-atlas/
http://www.endangeredlanguages.com/


Languages in Danger at: 

www.languagesindanger.eu (in English, Polish, 

German, Hungarian)

SOROSORO at: http://www.sorosoro.org/ (in 

French, English, and Spanish)

Enduring Voices at: 

http://travel.nationalgeographic.com/travel/enduring-

voices/

http://www.languagesindanger.eu/
http://www.sorosoro.org/
http://travel.nationalgeographic.com/travel/enduring-voices/

